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I am writing you to eﬁpregs my concerns about the FCC’s consideratioirof inmate telephone
charges. I maintain that the telephone revenue was absolutely key to Marion County and our
ability to fight for, and eventually obtain constitutional conditions and ultimately, A.C.A.
accreditation. - In Indiana, our General Assembly has wisely looked at the issue of inmate
telephones and enacted 1.C. 5-22-23-6. In addition, the legislature has enacted a specific statute
concerning the use of those funds for departmental betterment, specifically 1.C. 36-8-10-21.
Additionally, our appellate courts have considered challenges to our statutory provisions and
rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheriff, 891 N.E.2d 87 (Ind. Ct.
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Additionally, our appellate courts have considered challenges to our statutory provisions and
rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheriff, 891 N.E.2d 87 (Ind. Ct.
App. 2008). Thus, in Indiana, we have a judicially approved statutory scheme that allows
Sheriffs to utilize telephone monies to operate and maintain jails in accord with high standards.
Obviously, the accreditation by ACA, as well as the accreditation by the National Commission
on Correctional Healthcare (NCCHC) directly benefits inmates and, ultin?ately, their families.
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Furthermore, we are working with the telephone vendor to provide additional opportunities to the
inmates. Obviously, we could restrict inmate communication to Jail visits and written letters.
However, in addition to telephone communication, we are investigating the possible inmate use
of emails and texting. Furthermore, we are considering electronic games and other devices
which would allow inmates more opportunity for diversion. “An idle mind is the devil’s
workshop,” and we have foiled major escape attempts over the last few y¢m It takes time and
money to develop these options for the inmates and their families, butﬂxe;teleplnne monies
allow us to move forward.
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cc:  Congressman André Carson
Senator Joe Donnelly
Steve Luce, Indiana Sheriffs’ Association




